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Palm Sunday Sermon 5th April 2020
‘With palms and scattered garments strowed’ (580 mission praise), Jesus rides into Jerusalem for Passover on a donkey. A lowly animal a symbol of peace, an animal of the common people, used in agriculture and trade, a symbol of who Jesus is.  Jesus embraces the sick and the poor, a man amongst people.  
Riding from the Mount of Olives to fulfil the prophet Zachariah’s words, 
‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Lo, your King comes to you; triumphant and victorious is He, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey’ (Zach 9:9).   Just imagine the noise of people cheering, nearly all are in a joyous mood and they are going to have a celebration and feast.  Their King has arrived He is with His people. Branches are cut from palm trees they are waved with shouts of Hosanna all the way into Jerusalem. 
The disciples and followers of Jesus were the ones singing and dancing, waving palms, throwing their outer garments on the ground.  Would you throw your only outer garment on the ground for Jesus?  

The Pharisees were silent, I don’t think God expected them or anyone else who did not believe to join the throng. 
He did and does expect His followers to participate though.

The crowd believe that Jesus is their King, their saviour, the one who will destroy the Romans.  One who would rid them of the high taxes and poverty? 
They don’t understand.  They are spiritually unprepared for what is about to take place over the next week.  Jesus weeps, He shows He is a man but it is not a weakness. He is crying for His people for them to understand, for all those who are lost, bound by sin, with no hope.  The crowd are going to be disappointed. That’s the bad news. The good news?  
This is the start of salvation, a step towards, wisdom, humility and sincere Christian Faith.
All this happiness outside the city walls and only Jesus is really aware of what is going to happen.  
It was normal practice for praise and joyous singing and music to be heard in the temple but this was outside the city walls. Jesus and the crowds were coming down one of the busiest roads to Jerusalem.  The crowds were singing, dancing and praising God.  Isn’t this what we all should be doing as Christians taking that message, the Gospel of our Lord, outside the boundaries of our worship space?  I know I do, but then this is my main role as a Deacon to go that bit further, go out into the community, be a visible presence for all.  Jesus served the people.  We can all do the same maybe not on such a huge scale but just by talking to someone, doing shopping for others, driving people to places and showing we care.  This is enough.
Jesus Christ Superstar, the musical has made a lasting impression me.  I have seen the stage show three times, Australia in the 70’s, West End London in the 90’s and not far away from here in Athens whilst I have been living in Crete.  This scene where Jesus is riding into Jerusalem is watched by the Caiaphas and Ananias, Jewish high priests.  With all the euphoria of the crowd, Caiaphas is anticipating trouble.  He asks the crowds to be quiet and to disperse.  Jesus answers, ‘Why waste your breath moaning at the crowds, nothing can be done to stop their shouting, if every tongue were still the noise would still continue, the rocks and stones themselves would start to sing.’  This is based on Luke 19:40.
Are we singing, are we shouting!  At the moment with the lockdown due to the Corona Virus we are most likely not, we are feeling trapped, insecure, lonely frustrated and the list goes on.  But we should be singing and praising God.  We have a wonderful opportunity now to pray alone or with our families.  We have time to develop new skills or improve old ones.  Time to listen to each other.  Time to take stock of our lives and see what is important and what it not.  It is almost like making New Year Resolutions but with a much stronger conviction.  
There are many ways to stay in contact now with family and friends.  The technology we have now can keep the world connected so we can stay safe in our homes.  The Rocks and Stones!  They will sing.
Yes there will be many more lives lost and we will all know someone who has been affected by this virus whether they have died or survived. There will be tales to tell but more importantly there will be lessons learnt.  I hope that the world will grow in faith and that there will be a stronger sense of belonging a sense of belonging to a wonderful world with many faithful and courageous people.  
The earth is having a rest from all travel and this is making a huge impact on carbon footprints.  Satellite pictures have shown less pollution and already the air is clearing.  The earth is repairing herself.
We have entered the season of spring in the Northern Hemisphere and there are signs of life everywhere, flowers, tree blossom, lambs, and the birds are nesting, signs of new life everywhere.  This virus will not stop new growth just as it will not destroy all human life.   
In a week’s time we will be celebrating Easter Day, the day our Lord raises triumphant.  It should be a time of great gatherings, of laugher and praises.  We can still do this with people that you live with, or using whatever technology works best for you.  We don’t have to be silent.  We can pray through the psalms and hymns.  Sing loudly and let our joy be heard in the next village.  
‘Make a joyful noise to the Lord’ (psalm 100:1) and ‘Bless the Lord O my soul and forget not all His benefits! Psalm (103:2)’ If God’s people will not praise Him, the stones will! (Based on Luke 19:40).
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